Cystic Cavernoma of Fourth Ventricle in Pediatric Patient.
Cystic cerebral cavernomas belong to a rare subset of cavernous malformations in the brain. At present, there is limited information with regard to the demographics and etiology of this condition. The authors present a case of a previously well 13-year-old male who presented with symptoms secondary to a cystic lesion of the fourth ventricle compressing on his brainstem. He underwent stereotactic aspiration of the cystic lesion and insertion of an Ommaya reservoir in the same setting. Postoperatively, his symptoms improved. The cyst fluid did not yield any positive cytology or culture results. A repeat MRI brain did not demonstrate evidence of any underlying lesion. However, the patient was readmitted for hemorrhage into the region of his previous fourth ventricular lesion. Surgical evacuation of the haematoma was performed and intraoperative tissue was sent for pathological interrogation. The final histology reported a cavernoma. This is an unusual presentation of an intracranial vascular anomaly in a pediatric patient. Key features of the case include the diagnostic dilemma and management challenges faced from a neurosurgical perspective.